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Container Detention Relief the Main Wish (Demand) for Christmas 

  
Across all container ports in Australia, the best gift for Christmas would be for shipping lines to accept that 
they are culpable of not providing adequate empty container handling capacity, despite gouging Australian 
importers through excessive container detention fees.  They are also culpable of delaying export supply 
chains through inefficiencies in empty container equipment availability within their control. 
 
Landside container logistics congestion is rampant across all major Australian container ports.  The 
statistics don’t lie … the full import surge is well outstripping the evacuation of empty containers and full 
container exports.  This has led to empty container parks being at capacity, empty container return 
allocations at stevedore terminals being exhausted on some occasions, and difficulties in picking up 
suitable empty container equipment for export needs. 
 
Yet despite this, some foreign container shipping lines have advised publicly that their draconian container 
detention policies will stand over the Christmas / New Year period, irrespective of public holidays or 
congested container de-hire options. 
 
To illustrate, Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) has advised that their “standard detention 
conditions will apply throughout the holiday period. There will be NO waiver of detention for the listed 
public holidays” (Freight & Trade Alliance (FTA) advice: https://www.ftalliance.com.au/news/19987). 
 
Yet, MSC’s wholly owned Medlog Australia empty container park in Yarraville, Melbourne is closed for four 
days during the Christmas / New Year period (25th through 28th December and 1st January 2021), meaning 
that there is no physical opportunity to de-hire empty import containers while the detention “clock” runs out. 
 
Another example is COSCO Shipping, stating that “there is no special arrangement such as extensions to 
detention periods or exclusions for public holidays in this Christmas period.”  Yet, COSCO’s wholly owned 
container park in Melbourne – Oceania Container Services (OCS) – has been overwhelmed for months 
due to capacity constraints, is currently at full operational capacity, and will be closed from 25 December 
through 28th December and on 1st January 2020. 
 
The situation in Sydney is legendary, where all empty container facilities have been at maximum capacity 
for months, and the surplus of TEU in the landside chain in NSW since May 2020 is over 50,000 TEU 
(approx. 38,000 containers). 
 
Similar examples can be offered across other Australian container ports. 
 
Yet, foreign container shipping lines continue to levy container detention fees on importers, which, in turn, 
are disputed by importers and freight forwarders with transport operators about liability for payment.   
 
CTAA is taking this issue up vigorously with Governments, regulatory authorities, and Port operators. 
 
Further, there is the legal argument that the shipping lines have not provided reasonable arrangements for 
importers to return empty containers in the contract time specified, due congestion and/or the lack of 
empty container park operating hours.  Potentially, this voids the shipping contract, and penalties may not 
be enforceable. 
 
The unfettered opportunity for foreign container shipping lines to profit from Australian logistics chain 
inefficiencies that they create needs to cease. 
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About CTAA:  Container Transport Alliance Australia (CTAA) is strong Alliance of leading businesses engaged in the container transport logistics industry.  

CTAA Alliance companies account for the majority of containerised freight handled in capital city ports in Australia. 
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